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Saurabh Singh is an entrepreneurial 
genius and creative thinker, with 
an out of the box approach driving 

change in every fi eld where he ventures; a 
political strategist with the enviable success 
that took 18 years in the making built on 
a visionary mettle. He is a popular fi gure 
in the Indian start-up ecosystem, having 
cemented product innovation success as a 
tech founder, investor and mentor. He has 
incubated numerous product innovation labs 
redefi ning technological outsourcing and 
establishing self-suffi cient start-ups. 

His impressive achievements include 
founding over fi ve successful start-
ups, four failed start-ups, international 
acquisitions, three successful investments, 
generating over 5000+ job opportunities 
for professionals alongside uplifting 1000+ 
technology businesses as a guide. 

Singh is also a renowned political campaign 
strategist, known for helping BJP in different 
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state and general election campaigns. In 
2011, he also played a key role in making the 
‘India Against Corruption’ campaign go viral.

He has an Entrepreneurial Management 
degree from the EMPI Business School, 
Delhi. A philanthropist at heart, he actively 
participates in various civic and welfare 
activities revolving around the youth and 
propels them to explore their capabilities 
while supporting them to shine and grow. 
He is soon to initiate another campaign 
where he will be providing a platform to the 
aspirant entrepreneurs and creating multiple 
opportunities for them to boost the start-up 
culture in India by seed funding cutting-edge 
business ideas.

Singh is known for his masterful strategies 
that have been time-tested for building and 
scaling businesses. He is a mentor to several 
cutting-edge tech companies and looks 
for inspiration and opportunity everywhere, 
while aiming to turn these ideas into viable 
businesses, either to boost the economy or 
to generate employment for the youth. He 
is sharp enough to juggle between planning 
and preparing strategic decisions while 
working simultaneously on multiple business 
ideas. It’s an aptitude he infused within 
himself from his alma mater, Delhi Public 
School. 

Singh displayed a natural fl air for commercial 
success right from the ground-up during 
his sophomore years in college when he 
launched his fi rst start-up in 2002 at the age 
of 19. It was a DSA (Direct Sales Agency) 
with iDea cellular as a client and later added 
TouchTel (now Airtel).

This epiphany of being a master-stroke 
business developer proved to be his inner-
calling. After graduating from college, he 
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joined BrickRed Technologies, a 3Pillar 
Global Company, and grew its revenue 
manifold. His talent for upselling saw him 
burst through the ranks as he claimed laurels 
for being the ‘Best Performer of the Year’ 
through 2005 and 2006. 

In 2007, he joined DbyDx, a new-gen 
technology company as Vice President and 
led it through its growth and acquisition 
stages with Kellton Tech - a BSE-listed tech 
company. 

2008-2009 witnessed Singh reinventing 
himself career-wise, from serving as the 
Director of N-Net technologies to launching 
a non-profi t initiative AwakInd.com (Awake 
INDIA which was designed with the purpose 
to initiate a change in society and the 
existing governments), to becoming the 
Founding Partner at C&B Electronics, and 
later fi nally closing the year with a leading 
App development company he co-founded, 
TechAhead.  Saurabh left TechAhead after 
1.5 years of its formation to form another 
company in 2011 - AppStudioz.

l l Saurabh Singh



In 2011, during the ‘India Against Corruption’ 
campaign, he administered many teams and 
social media accounts with over a million 
followers at that time. Post the campaign’s 
massive success, he worked intimately 
with now Union Railway Minister, Piyush 
Goyal, in the 2014 general election for digital 
strategies, ultimately playing major roles in 
various central and state elections as a key 
political analyst.

Singh is also the founding member of a non-
profit organisation named ‘DAAN SEWA’ 
under the banner of which, thousands 
of people are served on many aspects - 
monetarily, through basic amenities, and job 
prospects, since the past year, in the wake of 
the existing pandemic outbreak.

Appinventiv is another key establishment 
Singh is currently associated with as 
the Director. Appinventiv is a Digital 
Transformation and Product Development 
agency, a 650+ people company 
empowering new-age businesses and 
enterprise businesses to explore digital-first 
benefits since 2015. As one of the largest 
mobile app development companies in 

the world, the company has provided its 
services to 1000+ global brands like Oracle, 
NASA, KPMG, IKEA, Vodafone, Dominos, 
ABP Live, Asian Bank, Pizza Hut and also to 
various governments like Qatar Government, 
Government of India, Uttar Pradesh and 
Uttarakhand. 

Explaining the significance of Appinventiv 
and its endeavours, Singh says, “We are 
working with Gen Z entrepreneurs and 
enterprises in designing revolutionary 
solutions and helping them to transform 
the technology landscape. Till now we have 
helped 75% of our partners from our start-up 
division to raise multi-million dollar funding 
to go big. We have successfully accelerated 
and transformed the businesses of more 
than 1000 companies including Fortune 500 
companies as well as Silicon Valley start-ups 
across the world. To achieve the laurels and 
improve the growth of our company, we have 
two business units, one which serves the 

start-ups and another which serves bigger 
organisations to help them achieve greater 
milestones.”

Appinventiv allocates a major part of its 
investment in the ER&D (Engineering, 
Research & Development) division to 
focus on major technologies like AI, 
Blockchain, RPA, Cloud, and Analytics to 
become a technology partner of future-
forward businesses, and aspires to serve 
more customers around fields that include 
retail, travel, e-commerce, education, 
hospitality, advertising, market research, 
manufacturing, consumer goods, logistics, 
SCM, and non-profits. It received the ‘App 
Development Company of the Year’ award 
by Entrepreneur India in 2020 in recognition 
of the efforts and leadership of Saurabh and 
other directors of the company; Sudeep 
Srivastava, Prateek Saxena, Peeyush 
Singh, and Dileep Gupta. 

The tech firm is also looking forward to 
creating job opportunities for people by 
hiring for all the development centres and 
offices including Chandigarh, Dehradun, 
Lucknow, Indore, Noida, and other cities 
across India. It also plans on hiring around 
400 more people by the end of 2021 to keep 
up with the plan to bring about a growth of 
30% in its manpower resources. 

Singh has proven himself as a technology 
leader, strategy maker and innovator while 
fuelling economic growth and giving the nation 
its competitive edge. He has identified many 
opportunities for a large section of people and 
given them a platform to contribute in their 
own way to society. His sustained efforts to 
foster and induce entrepreneurship abilities 
reflect his remarkable accomplishments as a 
successful individual.

Influencer steers course to victory 
The roles he plays as an entrepreneur, investor, social change catalyst and 
philanthropist has brought along his metamorphosis today, as he is heard and 
followed on social media by eminent personalities like Narendra Modi, Barack 
Obama, several Union Ministers, including Piyush Goyal, Smriti Irani, Nirmala 
Sitharaman, etc. His efforts have also manifested into making him a strategic advisor 
and consultant of multiple departments in the Government of India and have made 
him the centre of many marketing and political campaigns. The focal point of his 
digital political campaigning interest was when he strategised the political campaigns 
for multiple leaders during the 2014 general elections and once again in 2019 general 
elections. Currently his team has started working on election campaign and strategy 
making for the upcoming 2022 Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand Assembly elections.
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India is a diverse country with an equally 
diverse and rich history which includes a 
treasure of ancient beauty and lifestyle 

rituals as part of its culture. Right since the 
olden days when we had Kings and Queens 
and even in Indian mythology, there have 
been various references documenting 
women using natural ingredients for beauty 
treatments. Moreover, even various global 
cultures use ingredients like turmeric, 
lentils, milk, and spices, especially brides 
to get glowing and radiant skin. And 
integrating these age-old remedies today is 
Dr. Nirmala Shetty’s spa called Nirmal 
Herbal.

Dr. Nirmala J. Shetty, ND, MD, Founder 
- Director - Nirmal Herbal, Health Coach, 
Integrative Nutrition (IIN), NY, USA, 
believes that every woman is beautiful. 

Dr. Nirmala J. Shetty
Redefi ning the concept of cosmetics 
By integrating age-old remedies in the beauty industry, she has made immense 
contributions in the hair and skincare industry globally 

An esTAblished leAder

Dr. Nirmala Shetty’s credentials 
started in the year 1991 with her 
fi rst centre at Chembur followed 
by her centres at Bandra, Mulund, 
Vile Parle, and Powai. In 2002, she 
served as a Beauty Consultant 
for the Beauty Salon at The Hyatt 
Regency. She has also been 
writing articles for various popular 
publications like the erstwhile 
women’s magazine, Upper Crust, 
Style Speak, FEMINA, and other 
Times Group publications. She has 
also been featured in online portals 
and leading newspapers such as 
The Bombay Times, Mid-Day, Indian 
Express, etc. She has even officially 
treated Miss India International 
and Miss India World contestants 
for their hair and trained them to 
pursue natural products made at 
home. Her participation in the serial 
Beauty Mantra with actress Lisa Ray 
which was telecasted in U.S.A and 
U.K also helped to create a huge 
clientele abroad.

She feels that embracing Mother Nature is 
the best way to enhance the beauty and it 
is important to go green and natural with 
cosmetics as well. And her organisation’s 
concept is also refl ective of the saying 
“Beauty is skin deep”.

Transforming her childhood passion and 
hobby into an idea, Nirmal Herbal was 
created as a unique brand that aims at 
promoting Healthy and Beautiful Skin 

and Hair and is a one of a kind brand that 
uses ‘food’ as cosmetics. And this idea 
has also been instrumental in making 
Dr. Shetty stand out among the 
competition in the beauty industry. 
With about 18 years of experience in 
the corporate world, she envisioned a 
platform wherein she could combine 
simple ingredients from the kitchen to 
create astringents, cleansers, brighteners, 
scrubs to enhance skin and hair. 

l l Dr. Nirmala Shetty’s



Having found great results with her 
experiments, Dr. Shetty went on to 
establish her first centre at Chembur, 
Mumbai in 1991. From thereon, Nirmal 
Herbal successfully grew as a result of 
her entrepreneurial skills. Simultaneously, 
Dr. Shetty further built her skills and 
knowledge in this domain and completed 
various courses in Naturopathy and 
Alternative medicines, and graduated as 
a Certified Health Coach from the Institute 
for Integrative Nutrition, NY, USA. 

Through her vertical ‘Nirmal Health’, 
today she treats and guides her clientele 
for their skin and hair care through an 
extensive program that combines health 
and beauty. She has even authored the 

book ‘Beauty at your Fingertips’ which 
is comprised of simple kitchen remedies 
for healthy skin and hair. With a host 
of recipes, the book serves as a great 
reference for women of all ages, young 
kids, and even men as well to treat their 
skin and hair the natural way.

Dr. Shetty believes in the fact that 50% 
of any substance applied on your skin is 
absorbed into the body, thus she ensures 
that her brand’s cosmetics are created 
from food to ensure they are 100% 
natural. Nirmal Herbal is a ‘one of its 
kind’ brand in the beauty and cosmetic 
industry, where tradition, art, style, and 
technique blend in its treatments and 
services. The brand also connects to 
modern elements of makeup and style, 
balancing its effects and pampering the 
client from head to toe.

Nirmal Herbal, which started as  
Dr. Nirmala Shetty’s passion has grown 
into a unique brand today, providing 
services that use food from the kitchen 
as cosmetics. And she credits her 
husband and business partner J B Shetty 
as being her strongest support as well 
as her family, dedicated staff and clients 
who trusted her as the main pillars of her 
success. Her success has been further 
strengthened by her work with Sushmita 
Sen, Former Miss Universe, and Actor, 
where Dr. Nirmala Shetty worked as the 
Official Hair Expert on the panel of the I 
AM SHE Miss India Universe Pageant for 
three years. She groomed the aspiring 
participants to maintain their healthy hair 
and balance the effects of styling for the 
pageant.

Dr. Shetty’s ultimate vision is to globally 
create an opportunity to say goodbye 
to chemicals to maintain healthy and 
beautiful skin and hair. Believing in the 
fact that half of anything applied to our 
body is absorbed by the skin, her brand’s 
success (which completes 30 years this 
month) lies in the consistency of their 
services and creating the best of products 
that are freshly ground daily. 

Awards and 
accolades 

Nirmal Herbal has been 
recognized and awarded by 
various platforms. The brand was 
awarded by the Brands Research 
Academy as the ‘Best Herbal 
Clinic’ in Mumbai in 2011 and as 
the ‘Best Herbal Clinic & Spa’ 
in the whole of Maharashtra in 
2012. Dr. Nirmala Shetty was also 
nominated as the ‘Spa Personality 
of the Year’ at the Asian Spa 
Awards 2012 held in Hong Kong. 
And in 2013, Nirmal Herbal was 
awarded the ‘Global Health Care 
and Excellency Award’ for the Best 
Skin and Hair Care Clinic, Salon 
and Spa in Maharashtra. In 2018, 
Dr. Shetty was also appreciated 
by the World Health & Wellness 
Congress and awarded as one of 
the 100 Most Impactful Healthcare 
Leaders Globally. In 2019  
Dr. Nirmala Shetty was among 
the ones awarded the Times She 
UNLTD Entrepreneurs Award for 
her entrepreneurship. Recently, in 
March 2021, Dr. Nirmala Shetty 
and Nirmal Herbal also won 
the Economic Times and Times 
Interact‘s Icons 2020-21 Award 
for “Excellence in Service and 
Dedication in the field of Herbal 
Clinics and Spas.” 

l l	 Nirmala Shetty with her husband, J. B. Shetty

l l	 Nirmal Herbal’s freshly ground packs for skin 
and hair.
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l l	 Sushmita Shetty at Dr. Nirmala Shetty’s book launch
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AchievemenTs And AcknowledgemenTs
Dr. Nikhil Tari has been recognised as India’s leading bodybuilding and fi tness 
consultant by various renowned institutions over the years. This includes:
l Excellence in Consultancy People Foundation - 2017 
l India’s #1 Bodybuilding & Nabba/ WFF, Rajasthan - 2017
l India’s #1 Bodybuilding & Fitness Economic Times, and Body Consultant Expert 

Power India - 2018
l Champion of Fitness 2018 - 2019 Economic Times - 2018  
l Body Power India - 2019
l India’s No. 1 Bodybuilding & Wow Excellence Awards - 2019
l India’s No. 1 Bodybuilding & Mr./Ms. Chattisgarh Fitness Consultant Bodybuilding 

Championship - 2019
l Best Bodybuilding Doctor/ Consultant Starline Fitness India - 2019
l India’s #1 Bodybuilding Mid-Day Health & Fitness Consultant Wellness Icons - 

2020
l Doctor of Bodybuilding India, GSB Fitness Awards - 2020
l Times Man of the Year - 2020-21 
l Times Health Care Leaders in Times of India - 2020-21

With a rich clinical experience 
spanning over 15 years in this 
fi eld as a doctor and 24 years 

as a bodybuilder himself, Dr. Nikhil Tari 
has helped various fi tness enthusiasts and 
aspirants transform their physique while 
simultaneously maintaining their health. 
He is the founder of what he describes 
as ‘India’s fi rst Bodybuilding & Fitness 
Clinic’ located in the western suburb of 
Kandivali (W), Mumbai. A clinic that is 
strictly dedicated to health and fi tness, with 
proper, high-end equipment to get perfect 
measurements.

Dr. Tari believes that fi tness and health 
are different things, and is on a mission 
to demolish mistaken notions about these 
across the nation. He believes that there is 
a lack of proper guidance today and people 
are blindly taking any ‘health supplements’ 
to transform their physique.  There is a rise 
in the trend of using health supplements and 
drugs across India, especially among the 
young generation. This is causing severe 
irreversible health issues like infertility, heart 
issues, kidneys and liver problems. 
Today, just about everyone in the country is 
aware and fascinated with the quest for a fi t 
looking and toned body. Dr. Tari points out, 
“A large portion of the credit for this goes 

Dr. Nikhil Tari
Creating a fi t and healthy India
With a mission to create awareness around health and fi tness, he has transformed 
the bodybuilding industry with his guidance and immense knowledge

to Bollywood and various social media 
platforms. Just about everyone going to the 
gym has a specifi c goal of achieving that 
dream physique and that too within a short 
time. To get awesome results they end up 

using those harmful anabolic steroids and 
those expensive, false claim supplements. 
And the common sources are our gyms 
and gym trainers who are not aware of 
the damage they are doing to their client’s 
health.”

Dr. Tari believes in giving proper guidance 
and awareness. As a trained doctor, fi tness 
athlete, bodybuilder and coach, he has 
helped numerous fi tness and bodybuilding 
athletes achieve their dream physique the 
right way, and is responsible for more than 
2000 successful transformations worldwide 
during his 12 years of bodybuilding 
and fi tness clinic practice. He has even 
launched his fi rst YouTube bodybuilding 
and fi tness channel to reach more people 
and share his knowledge. 

Additionally, his main vision is to establish 
a school dedicated to professional 
bodybuilding and fi tness to get prime 
information of this fi eld and create world-
class athletes who can even represent India 
in international bodybuilding and fi tness 
competitions. 
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“Mango, a premium lifestyle, stationery 
and art supplies brand, re-instigated on 
its tagline ‘Makes My Day’ by introducing 
a monthly subscription service called “The 
Yellow Box” filled with goodies. So now 
every month, Mango consumers would 
have something to look forward to, delivered 
at their doorsteps”, said Sitanshu Chheda, 
Executive Director, Mango Stationery.

Moreover, while several companies 
decided to downsize, a few still held on 
to their employees and strengthened their 
bond with them. Emcer, a tile company, 
created an awards and rewards programme 
and motivated their employees to stay 
happy. “We wanted our employees to feel 
important, to feel secure and that they are 
appreciated. Thus, awarding them was a 
simple step we took, to reinstate our trust 
in them,” said Gautam Patel, Managing 
Director, Emcer. 

Events too have gone virtual, but new 
launches, new product categories have 
kept curiosity and engagement alive. “We 
are advising our clients to celebrate every 
small or big occasion virtually and keep 
themselves constantly heard now, as a 
virtual event is cost-effective and yet, 
the reach is to millions now,” says Pooja 
Notiyal, Director, Six Sigma Events.  

This marketing trend is expected to prevail 
in the coming years. “Bubble completed a 
decade in marketing communication and it 
was a huge milestone to achieve. Not letting 
the current situation hamper our spirits, we 
went ahead and took several initiatives to 
celebrate it. We wanted to initiate optimistic 
conversations and keep the bubble’d 
up spirit on”, said Aarti Notiyal, Director, 
Bubble Communication. 

Thus, it is important to celebrate every 
small step, every triumph; stay in touch 
with consumers and give them a reason 
to smile. After all, brand marketing is not 
about selling, but immortalising it forever. 

The last year saw a huge shift in 
consumer behaviour and lifestyle 
patterns. This new way of life 

taught us to adapt to a more mindful 
approach, cherish simple moments, 
and also highlighted the importance of 
community. We have collectively realised 
that you don’t need to have big bashes, 
celebration can just become a part 
of everyday life. And adapting to this 
new lifestyle trend are brands who are 
embracing this concept. 

“In my beginning days of advertising, 
it was about a commodity or a service. 
But this moved to experiential marketing 
and now it is about touching that 
emotional chord. Brands should now 

Aarti Notiyal
Celebration is the New Marketing Trend
Aarti Notiyal, Director, Bubble Communication, highlights how the new normal has 
resulted in brands adapting to new trends which touch upon a more humane aspect 

focus on giving happiness, positivity and 
gratitude through their advertising like 
we recently did for Trademsart or DEAR 
Lotteries”, said Santosh Gupta, Director, 
HalfGlassFull.

“For us at GALF, we have always believed 
that ‘wellness’ shouldn’t be just a practice 
but a lifestyle that should be celebrated. 
COVID has definitely made a lot many 
people particularly corporates introspect 
on this. We initiated a series of digital 
campaigns with our Panelists and Clients 
(CEOs and CXOs); who shared their 
journeys on the significance of having an 
optimum work-life balance and dealing 
with high-pressure circumstances.” said 
Amit Vasistha, Founder and CEO, GALF. 




